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earth. Rajaji's scheme was one that sought to accord dignity and
status to labour. However, he described his scheme in a manner that
played into the hands of the Brahmin-haters. Rajaji's statement
that a son could carry on the craft of his father came to be widely
misunderstood. He should not have said so to people who had no
respect for their fathers, for themselves, and for their origins and
who were moved by a deep urge to appear wholly changed.
It was not explained convincingly that the proposed scheme was
intended to honour the crafts and labour.
I reflected sadly that in an environment where Indian civilization
and itihasas were held in low esteem, nothing was more dangerous
and stupid for a government than to talk about varnashrama dharma.
The scheme was described as the "varnashrama education system."
That it came to be so described was, in my opinion, a mistake
committed by Rajaji. I am no foe of varnashrama dharma [as I interpret
it].   Varnashrama itself is a society without class distinctions.  By
whatever name we may call it, a society rests on the basis of co-
operation of classes divided on the basis of the work that they respec-
tively perform. In a socialist society, social relations among the
labouring classes will be on the basis of equality and the exploitation
of one class by another will be eliminated. A socialist society does not
mean elimination of all differences in the work performed by classes.
It only means that the techniques of exploitation will be abolished.
There is no place in varnashrama dharma too for exploitation.
Mahatma Gandhi respected it and praised it. It represents his ideal
organization of society. When Gandhi spoke about it no controversies
arose and no hostility was aroused on a communal basis. Why, then, *
did they arise when Rajaji spoke? There was, indeed, a reason.
All of Rajaji's failures were due to the fact that he tried to become
Gandhi. Even though he accepted Gandhi's principles and objectives
with the utmost sincerity, he was not the Mahatma's equal. Gandhi
did not believe varnashrama dharma could be introduced in the
land through legislative enactments sponsored by councils of
ministers. He placed no faith in laws and ministries. He had greater
regard for the people and their dharmic instincts. He believed with
all his heart that those instincts were more powerful and permanent
than ministries and laws. Convinced as he was that the shaping of
those instincts was of very great and fundamental importance, he
refused to occupy any governmental positions. Thus when he talked
of varnashrama dharma even his enemies did not suspect him.